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SUBJECT: RUSSIAN LANGUAGE TEST RESULTS: MILES, RICHARD M. 
REF: MOSCOW 18043 

1 . IN ACCORDANCE REFTEL, FSI HAS EXTENSIVELY REVIEWED 
MILES RUSSIAN LANGUAGE TEST TAPE. FOLLOWING ARE COMMENTS 
ON THE MAJOR SKILL AREAS WHICH SERVE AS THE BASIS ON 
WHICH PERFORMANCE IS EVALUATED: 

A. SPEAKING 

PRONUNCIATION: LARGELY ENGLISH SOUNDS, STRESS 
AND INTONATION PATTERNS. 

GRAMMAR: GENERALLY CONTROLS MAJOR GRAMMATICAL 
FEATURES BUT MAKES FREQUENT ERRORS CHARACTERISTIC OF 
STUDENTS AT THE INTERMEDIATE LEVEL AT FSI. 

FLUENCY: GENERALLY GOOD BUT WITH OCCASIONAL 
PAUSES. 

COMPREHENSION: GOOD. UNDERSTOOD EVERYTHING 
THAT WAS SAID. 

VOCABULARY AND USAGE: CONSTANT DIRECT TRANSLA- 
TION FROM ENGLISH, RESULTING IN CONFUSION TO LISTENER. 
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OF MEANING OF RUSSIAN WORDS. 

CONCLUSION: COMPREHENSION AND FLUENCY WERE AT THE 
S-3 LEVEL. HOWEVER, PROBLEMS WITH VOCABULARY USAGE AND 
PRONUNCIATION, BOTH AREAS IN WHICH THE OFFICER IS PLAGUED 
WITH A HEAVY RELIANCE ON ENGLISH TO THE POINT WHERE THERE 
IS LITTLE "RUSSIAN" ABOUT HIS SPEECH, WERE CLEARLY BELOW 
THE S-3 LEVEL, RESULTING IN AN OVERALL RATING OF S-2 . 

IN ORDER FOR MR. MILES TO PROGRESS BEYOND HIS CURRENT 
PROFICIENCY, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT HE MAKE EFFORTS TO 
"THINK" IN RUSSIAN, WITHOUT RESORTING TO ENGLISH TRANS- 
LATION AND PRONUNCIATION. 

B. READING 

THE OFFICER WAS GIVEN AN OPPORTUNITY TO TRANS- 
LATE TWO NEWSPAPER SELECTIONS IN THE R-3/3 RANGE OF 
DIFFICULTY. HIS TRANSLATIONS WERE NOT SUFFICIENTLY 
ACCURATE REFLECTIONS OF THE RUSSIAN TEXT TO WARRANT A 
RATING BEYOND R-3. 

2. FSI UNDERSTANDS MILES’ CONCERN ABOUT RATING AFTER 
ONE YEAR TRAINING AT GARMISCH. RESULTS OF FSI TEST AND 
SCORES ON TESTS AT GARMISCH INDICATE GOOD PROGRESS IN 
COMPREHENSION. FSI IS CONFIDENT THAT, GIVEN SUFFICIENT 
OPPORTUNITY TO MODEL HIS SPEECH AFTER THE RUSSIAN HE 
HEARS, MR. MILES SHOULD BE ABLE TO OVERCOME THE 
DEFICIENCIES NOTED ABOVE. HE SHOULD, OF COURSE, AVAIL 
HIMSELF OF THE NEXT OPPORTUNITY TO BE TESTED, EITHER 
ON HOME LEAVE, OR IN THE EVENT THAT SOMEONE FROM FSI 
VISITS MOSCOW. ROBINSON 
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